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A Great Teacher 

By Marian Tang, Lucy Han, and Polly Yang 

   

Dr. Lao was a great man of integrity. When we learned that Dr. Lao had passed away, we felt sad, 
lost, and a bit confused. In our minds, Dr. Lao was still the young handsome professor, whom we 
first met 40 years ago at OSU. We still remember how his head tilted a little and brows slightly 
frowned when he listened to the questions we raised in class.  

How could this happen?  How could he leave us like this? 

Dr. Lao was a dedicated teacher and an erudite scholar who never stopped studying. (Students 
used to call him a walking encyclopedia.) He was such a role model for us three young, nervous 
first year graduate students. At OSU, he taught us Research Methodology and Chinese Modern 
Prose. In class, he appeared to be a bit stern. However, after we got to know him better, we found 
him warm, caring, and even humorous. We still remember vividly how he chuckled with his 
back toward us when he cracked a joke. 

Off campus, Dr. Lao was more relaxed, especially when Mrs. Lao was around. We remember 
once he invited some of his (favorite) students, including the three of us, to their home for dinner. 
Mrs. Lao prepared a feast with a table full of delicious dishes for us. One of the dishes was 
smoked chicken. When Mrs. Lao was smoking the chicken with pine firewood, Dr. Lao stood by 
her side, looking at her with a gentle, appreciative smile. This beautiful image of Dr. and Mrs. 
Lao will remain in our hearts forever. 

We feel so fortunate to have been Dr. Lao’s students, and even more fortunate to have been able 
to see him again, although not often enough, during the past few years. We discovered that he 
had not changed much.  He was still very kind and fair to everyone. And he was still so righteous 
that he never flattered people; neither would he confuse right and wrong, or black and white.  He 

was indeed a bona-fide 君子, who embodied the five virtues of a Confucian gentleman —仁、

義、禮、智、信 (humanity, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and truthfulness).  

It is indeed a great loss to us who will no longer be able to enjoy a lively conversation with him 
and who will miss his quiet, yet insightful sense of humor.  But in the midst of this sorrow, we 
find we are even more grateful to have known him, and consider our time with him a precious 
gift. 

Our sincere condolences go out to Mrs. Lao and to the rest of their family. 

 


